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The Ten Determinants of Appearance

1. Horizontal and Vertical Geometry

2. Superstructure Type

3. Pier / Support Placement / Span 

Arrangement

4. Abutment Placement and Height

5. Superstructure Shape

6. Pier Shape

7. Abutment Shape

8. Color

9. Texture, Ornamentation and Details

10. Lighting, Signing and Landscaping



#1  Horizontal and Vertical Geometry

�‡ Bridge geometry is often very complex. 

�‡ Few bridges  

�± Are located on straight alignments

�± Have flat horizontal deck surfaces

�± Have supports oriented at right angles to the superstructure

�± Have constant cross section widths

�± Are located on a flat site


